
Free Books & Reference Materials Online 
 
Below you will find resources that will take you to websites where you can find tons of free online 
materials. These free resources are either designated by their author to be there, or the copyright has 
expired on the materials. If you can’t find something in these websites it’s likely because the copyright is 
still current, so your next best bet is to check the library catalog.  
 
Largest Free Book Resources  

Google Books 
Has over 15 million books listed. However, not all books have full text available. If the book is not 
available it will list where it can be bought and/or borrowed. 
 
HathiTrust 
A partnership between academic and research institutions allowing access to millions of books online. It 
manages items following U.S. Copyright Law, and has a lot of digitized materials available from academic 
libraries.  
 
Internet Archive 
Has available over 475 billion webpages, but also 28 million books and texts. The Internet Archive is a 
non-profit that focuses on providing access to information in a digital format.  

 Open Library— takes you directly to the book portion of Internet Archive 
o Children’s Library—takes you directly to the children’s books located within the Open 

Library portion of the Internet Archive 
 
Project Gutenberg 
An online library of free eBooks. Has over 60,000 free eBooks available for use.  

 Children’s Bookshelf—takes you directly to the children’s bookshelves of free eBooks available 
on Project Gutenberg 

 
Other Book Resources 

Digital Book Index 
Has over 165,000 full-text books, with 140,000 of them being free to users. There is books available on 
reference materials, literature and languages, history, social sciences, medicine and health, and much 
more.  
 
The Online Books Page 
A website hosted by the University of Pennsylvania Libraries, with over two million books that are free 
to read. Also has tabs available for significant directories of online texts and special exhibits of online 
texts.  
 
Digital Library: A Celebration of Women Writers  
A collection of women writers and free-texts available. You can aggregate your search by author, date, 
country, ethnicity, and more.  
 
World Digital Library 
Has a wide collection of materials from across the globe. Set up as a partnership between the U.S. 
Library of Congress and UNESCO, with contributions from other organizations throughout the world.  

https://books.google.com/
https://www.hathitrust.org/
https://archive.org/
https://openlibrary.org/help/faq/about#what
https://openlibrary.org/subjects/children#sort=date_published&ebooks=true
https://www.gutenberg.org/
https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/bookshelves/search/?query=children|christmas|child|school
http://97.107.129.173/search001a.htm
http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/aboutolbp.html
https://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/
https://www.wdl.org/en/about/


 
Bibliomania  
Bibliomania offers free texts to read, as well as study and research materials for different texts and 
subjects. The website is no longer actively updated, but ex-employees still keep it maintained should it 
one day be restored with funding.  
 
Free EBook Resources 

ManyBooks 
Over 50,000 eBooks available. Readers can easily separate books by genre. They can also download in a 
number of formats including: epub, pdf, azw, mobi, and more.  
 
Smashwords 
A collection of self-published indie eBooks. Not all books are free on Smashwords, but there are over 
70,000 free titles.  
 
FeedBooks 
FeedBooks has a free public domain section with thousands of free eBooks available to readers.  
 
Free Books for Children 

Free COVID-19 Books (New York City School Library System) 
The New York School Library System has put together a collection of free eBooks to help children 
understand the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
International Children’s Digital Library 
The International Children’s Digital Library (ICDL) Foundation is to build a diverse array of historical and 
modern books from around the world.  
 
Storyline Online 
Free storytime reads compiled onto one website by the SAG-AFTRA Foundation. You can filter 
storytimes by author, reader, title, and by time.  
 
100+ Free Video Read Alouds (Indianapolis Public Library) 
Free storytimes aggregated by the Indianapolis Public Library. To watch/listen just click on the book 
you’d like to view.  
 
Free Reference Resources 

Britannica Library 
Available for free to Wisconsin residents through Wisconsin’s BadgerLink. Has reference information for 
children, teens, and adults. 
 
InfoPlease 
An online encyclopedia published by a hired editorial team. InfoPlease’s sister website that is kid 
friendly, is Fact Monster.   
 
Old Farmer’s Almanac  
Reference information available about weather, gardening, food, home and health, and kids. Not all 
information is available online, but there is free articles and information on the website.  

http://www.bibliomania.com/bibliomania-static/index.html
https://manybooks.net/
https://www.smashwords.com/
https://www.feedbooks.com/publicdomain
https://nycdoe.libguides.com/COVID-19ebooks/free
http://en.childrenslibrary.org/index.shtml
https://www.storylineonline.net/
https://www.indypl.org/blog/for-parents/free-video-read-alouds
https://library.eb.com/levels
https://www.infoplease.com/
https://www.factmonster.com/
https://www.almanac.com/

